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IT IS TIME TO LET YOU KNOW ABOUT SOME CHANGES THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE

journal’s staff and structure. First, we say farewell to three important members
of the Editorial Board. Barbara Bishop leaves due to the demands of her

medical practice and other political projects. Gerda Ray is immersed in her
relatively new job teaching history at the University of Missouri, St. Louis. Our
thanks to both of you for your hard work and active support of Social Justice. With
some sadness, we also say farewell to Paul Takagi who, after 20 years with the
journal, feels it is time to move on to retirement. Our heartfelt thanks for your
tireless efforts on behalf of Social Justice and its predecessor, Crime and Social
Justice. We hope you get as much pleasure from photography, fishing, and
cooking as we got from working with you.

Our thanks also to Suzie Dod Thomas for her work on the journal’s staff over
the last several years. She remains on the Editorial Board. We welcome two new
staff members: c.j. Grossman, a longtime supporter of the journal, joins us as an
Assistant to the Managing Editor; and John Gulick, a graduate student of
Sociology at U.C. Santa Cruz, as a summer intern to work on promotion.

We are also making changes in the way we do book reviews. In future, reviews
will be solicited by our issue editors rather than by a book review editor. In
addition, we plan to publish an occasional new section, “BiblioFile,” which will
briefly draw attention to new publications of interest. Our thanks to Christina
Johns for serving as Book Review Editor during the last year.

❈ ❈ ❈ ❈

We are very pleased to publish this special issue on “Women and Welfare
Reform,” guest edited by Gwendolyn Mink of the University of California at Santa
Cruz. This timely topic is addressed by leading academics and activists who
critically analyze so-called welfare reforms currently being debated in Congress.
We are very grateful to Dr. Mink for taking on this project at such short notice and
for giving us a journal that demystifies the prevailing welfare discourse and
vigorously defends the rights of poor and working women.


